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SOUTHINGTON INLAND WETLANDS AGENCY 

Regular Meeting 

Thursday, January 3, 2013 

7:00 pm – Municipal Center Assembly Room 

196 North Main Street, Southington, Connecticut 

 

MINUTES 

 

 The Southington Inland Wetlands Agency held a regular meeting on 

Thursday, January 3, 2013.  Chairperson Theresa Albanese called the 

meeting to order at 7:00 o'clock, p.m. 

 The following Commissioners were present, viz: 

 

 William Camp, Greg Ali, Mary Etter, Jim Sullivan, Chris Borowy 

and Jeff Crown 

 

 Alternates:  Richard Post 

 

 Ex-officio members present were as follows, viz: 

 David Lavallee, Assistant Town Planner 

  

  Absent: Robert Hammersley, Alternate 

   

 A quorum was determined. 

 

The Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag was recited by everyone 

in attendance. 

 

THERESA ALBANESE, Chair, presiding: 

4. Approval of Minutes - Regular Meeting:  December 6, 2012 

 Ms. Etter made a motion to approve as submitted which Mr. Camp 

seconded.  Motion passed unanimously on a voice vote. 

   - On Site Meeting:  December 22, 2012 

 Mr. Borowy made a motion to approve as presented.  Mr. Sullivan 

seconded.   Motion passed unanimously on a voice vote. 

5. Reports from Public, Press and Ex-Officio Members regarding items 

scheduled for action. 

 None this evening. 
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6. Inland Wetland/Floodplain Filling Applications 

 A. Information:  IW #1207 – Application of AA Denorfia Bldg 

and Dev. LLC, seeking to perform floodplain excavation within upland 

review areas of the Quinnipiac River. Property located at the end of 

Hightower Road, Assessor’s Map 110, Parcel #136. 

 The Chair indicated for the record we will hear both items 

together but we will vote on each separately. 

 Stephen Giudice, Harry Cole & Son, represented the application.  

We had a site walk on December 22, 2012.  

 The site is basically a grass site with a low area. We have a 

floodplain limit (indicating).  This is generated from storm water 

backing up through the storm drainage system from West Center Street 

and coming back into the property creating a 100 year flood hazard 

area. 

 Our proposal, as part of this application, is to fill a portion 

of this flood area here (indicating) and a little sliver over here 

(indicating).  We have a total of 1855 (sic) cy of floodplain filling 

on this site. 

 We submitted this application, had our site walk and did receive 

staff comments.  Most of his comments were towards the Hightower Road 

however he did have a few on this site. We added a construction 

entrance.  I don’t believe the commissioners had any specific 

questions or recommendations on this site when we were out there. 

 We’ve made those modifications to this plan and we’ve also made 

modifications to the Hightower Road plan. 

   And  

 B. Information:  FF #235 –Application of AA Denorfia Bldg. and 

Dev. LLC, seeking to perform floodplain filling in conjunction with a 

proposed mixed-use development.  Property located at 76 Liberty 

Street. 

 Our proposal was to provide floodplain filling compensation at 

the Hightower site.  This watershed is slightly up river from our 

site.  It’s an area where the town has purchased the property using 

grants for this purpose of creating floodplain storage to ease 

flooding conditions in the downtown area. 

 We’ve proposed a very large area that can be constructed in 

phases as different areas of town need flood storage they can use this 

plan by coming back to this commission and adding the next phase. 

 Our proposal is this hatched area in the center (indicating).  

The only real wetland impact is this connection point right here.  
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We’re proposing to dig the area down to the elevation of just above 

the Quinnipiac River to allow an immediate area of flood.  

 The area we have on Liberty Street happened at the very end of 

the storm.  The elevation is up above the river.  What we are doing is 

providing actual storage at a lower level which is better as it will 

help the smaller storms. 

 Discussion. 

 

 We are providing an addition 1.5 times the compensation from what 

we are filling at a lower elevation throughout the floodplain.  It 

will generate a quicker relief to flooding conditions in the downtown 

area. 

 Discussion. 

 

 Originally, we were going to provide ZIRO on this excavation, as 

well.  After meeting with staff, the applicant and I decided it would 

be best if we provided ZIRO on the actual Liberty Street site.  That’s 

just an added precaution to prevent any issues with abutting 

properties.  We feel providing on site runoff for the smaller storms 

will be safer and better for the abutting properties. 

 Discussion. 

 

 Mr.  Lavallee had some comments about this plan. We modified the 

storage area in this location (indicating) to avoid disturbance of the 

existing dirt driveway we walked down.  We also adjusted the grades on 

the side of the fill area to eliminate any impacts to the dirt drive.  

We wanted to leave those areas intact so they can be used to walk 

through the property.  I also added a small temporary haul road to 

bring the material from here up to the fill area.  We propose some 

matting where the connection will be made to the flood storage.  We 

propose some wetland floodplain seed mix and some plantings as 

recommended. 

 Discussion. 

 

 Mr. Lavallee added after the conversation in the field it came up 

that there is an opportunity to actually excavate within the interior 

first and then make the connection once the area is further along to 

avoid any issues with the water backing up and carrying loose sediment 

out. 

 Discussion. 

 

 The temporary diversion berm was discussed. 

 

 Our fill on Liberty is approximately 1300 cy.  I misspoke before. 

The 1800 is what we’re excavating and the 1300 cy is what we are 

filling. 

 

 No further questions or comments. 
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  A. Information:  IW #1207 – Application of AA Denorfia 

Bldg and Dev. LLC, seeking to perform floodplain excavation within 

upland review areas of the Quinnipiac River. Property located at the 

end of Hightower Road, Assessor’s Map 110, Parcel #136. 

 Mr. Borowy made a motion for IW 1207 with a few points for the 

record, first.  The proposed activity at Liberty Street is on a site 

already developed.  The detrimental effects are pretty much negated by 

what is going on there.  We have to appreciate the fact that the 

floodwater retention compensation on the secondary offsite is 1.5 

times what is proposed on Liberty Street.  Our commission has 

precedent for offsite remediation from two related applications 

submitted simultaneously so there shouldn’t be an issue with that.  I 

would like to also suggest that we finalize the construction drawings 

as proposed to accommodate the two part phase one construction work.  

Therefore, I move we approve the application as submitted. 

 Mr. Sullivan seconded the motion. Motion passed 7 to 0 on a roll 

call vote. 

 

  B. Information:  FF #235 –Application of AA Denorfia 

Bldg. and Dev. LLC, seeking to perform floodplain filling in 

conjunction with a proposed mixed-use development.  Property located 

at 76 Liberty Street. 

 Mr. Borowy noted the same observations for this floodplain 

application which I request we approve.    Mr. Camp seconded.  Motion 

passed 7 to 0 on a roll call vote. 

 

  

7. Communications 

 Reports from Public, Press and Ex-Officio Members regarding items 

other than those scheduled for action. 

 None this evening. 

 

8. Conservation Issues/Unfinished Business/Miscellaneous 

 - Show Cause Hearing- Burritt Street Parcels across from Anne 

Road 

 Mr. Lavallee indicated there was nothing to add on this 

application.  It has gone on long enough and I will send them a notice 

to come in for a permit for the bridge. 

 Discussion. 
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  - Residential Rain Garden Presentation 

 Chris Cryder with Save the Sound presented a 25 minute slide 

presentation on residential rain gardens.  He also handed out an 

information flyer for the commissioners. 

 Questions from the commissioners were entertained and answered by 

Mr. Cryder. 

 - Regulations update 

 Mr. Lavallee advised we have to update the regulations per the 

general statutes which have just changed pertaining to permit 

issuance. 

 Discussion. 

   

 The Chair advised an invasive species plant working group is 

having an invasive plant party this Sunday at Hammonasset.  She will 

send everyone the link.  

   

9. Adjournment 

 Mr. Borowy made a motion to adjourn which was seconded by Mr. 

Sullivan. Motion passed unanimously on a voice vote. 

 

 (Whereupon, the meeting was adjourned at 7:50 o’clock p.m.) 


